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Join Our Grassroots Effort to  

Prevent Domestic Violence   

By Trisha Schafer, Signature Program Committee 
Teen Dating Violence Advisor 

Outreach to 12-18 year-olds is critical for domestic violence pre-
vention! Knowing the danger signs of an abusive relationship will 
reduce the risk of young people becoming involved in an abusive 
relationship or becoming an abuser themselves.   
 
That’s why I’m asking you to add organizing a Teen Dating and 

Education Awareness Challenge Project to your 2021 task list right now. Young people need a forum to seek help 
when coping with anxiety, bullying, anger, and other issues that today’s adolescents face.  
 
Start a conversation in your club about Healthy Teen Relationships. What does a healthy relationship look like? 
What resources are available for teens in your area? Where can we find subject matter experts (certified teen coun-
selors or those focused on domestic violence, rape crisis, or sexual assault)? 
 
Contact GFWC’s Affiliate Organization Prevent Child Abuse American (PCAA), as well as the National Coalition 
Against Domestic Violence (NCADV), National Sexual Violence Resource Center (NSVRC), National Center on Do-
mestic and Sexual Violence (NCDSV), and Teen Dating – Break the Silence, Futures Without Violence, to order 
Healthy Teen Relationship materials. 
 
Together, we can make a difference! Start planning a Healthy Teen Relationships Forum and give teens and their 
parents the resources they need. Go to your local middle and high schools … but don’t stop there. Reach out to 
youth groups, Girl and Boy Scout troops, and community centers as well! 
 
February is Teen Violence Awareness Month, and I look forward to reading some great success stories on 
the GFWC Blog. Email PR@GFWC.org a summary of your project and how it made a difference. To be considered 
for publication, all photos of people under age 18 must include an email from a parent or legal guardian granting 
you permission to publish it in a public communication.  

CONVENTION CORNER 
Convention news and important information 

 

Save the Date 

CONVENTION IS COMING!! 
April 22-25, 2021 

Embassy Suites 5100 Upper Metro Place, Dublin, Ohio 43017 

COME AND SHARE IN THE FUN, INFORMATION AND FELLOWSHIP 

http://emaillinks.membersuite.com/ls/click?upn=dEXb4jQwCrgLFa-2FLBqAxeklDkBozT2IxVoM9ZvUDNWqmv8t8kjPTxNyNb1TgvyI2-2FwZ3lti-2Fqbc3OstW-2F3LnPw-3D-3DHaBa_7OuRSj-2FLXYKxBfAgNqw6cnF5N7f900iY-2Bo1I9TKRp0vxVGK7iQn6-2FF3DdJpv-2BdoMYv0tmWhry1ZAQWEG-2F2so2Lev2ZIWZvy6G
mailto:pr@gfwc.org
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WHO ARE YOU?? 

COMMUNICATIONS AND PUBLIC  

RELATIONS 
Mary Lou Jones, State Chairman 

 

“Who are you and what do you do?”  That’s how I usually 

start my talks at Information Day/Evening when speaking 

about Communications and Public Relations—and boy, 

has the world changed in the few years I’ve been speaking!  

Your club’s atmosphere is probably quite different than it 

was at this time last year.  So let’s talk about some ways 

we can keep in touch with the outside world, and with 

each other. 
 

It’s still important to use your local media to get the word 

out about your club’s activities.  Local radio and newspa-

per are still the best means to reach the people in your ar-

ea (and don’t forget to add your contact info).  But, now, 

since so many people are spending so much time at home, 

electronic media has become your club’s best friend.   
 

You may not be getting together at your regular club meet-

ings, but you can still get together.  Explore Zoom meet-

ings!  Zoom’s main selling point is that it offers free, 40-

minute conference calls with up to 100 attendees.  O.K., 40

-minutes is not a long time, but it can be enough time to 

hear a guest speaker (on a time limit) and hear basic com-

mittee reports.  If you have members who are not tech sav-

vy (or don’t have access to a computer), perhaps ask anoth-

er member to call and place their phone near the computer 

so that first member can listen. 
 

You can use a Zoom meeting for a project; for example, my 

club (the GFWC/Jefferson County Women’s Club) has a lot 

of members who like to crochet (especially head coverings 

for preemies).  We can hold a Zoom meeting and crochet 

together. 
 

And don’t forget Facebook Live!  It’s a fabulous way to get 

together with your club and also invite those outside your 

club to participate.  You can feature a speaker or lead a 

project, and (of course!) talk up your club and maybe gain 

a new member or two.   
 

Finally, it’s very important for our members to “stick to-

gether.”  Some of your members may be older, immuno-

compromised, or limited by driving ability, and not able to 

get out much at this time.  It’s vital that we reach out to 

one another.  Instead of just an email, why not try an old-

fashioned phone tree where each member calls one mem-

ber, who calls another, and so forth?  You can notify her 

about your club and then spend a few moments catching 

up.  You may be the highlight of that member’s day.  Lone-

liness is one of the great tragedies of the Covid-19 Pan-

demic—and when it comes to communication, nothing 

beats the human voice. 
   

As we soldier on through 2021, I wish God’s blessings on 

you and your clubs as you serve your communities. 
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GFWC Ohio’s President’s 

Message 

Marjean Sizemore 

2020-2022 President 

Hello GFWC Ohio!! 

 

Well the Fall Conferences are behind us; they had to be held virtually due to the Pandemic, but how fortunate we 

are to have the technology to be able to get together via Zoom.  Thank you to the District Presidents for an out-

standing job and to the members who participated and made the Fall Conferences possible, fun and informative.  

Only one district, (Northeast District) was able to meet in person with masks and social distancing maintained, 

they did a great job.  The officers were sad that we were unable to travel to the districts and meet our dedicated 

members.  I don’t know about you if not for the pandemic I would have never learned about Zoom or how to use it.  

Just goes to show you we are never too old to learn something new. 

 

GFWC and the Eight Regions made history when all the Region Conferences had to be held virtually.    Even 

though the Great Lakes Conference was held virtually it was packed full of fun, and information.  Ohio was very 

well represented by our club women. Thanks to everyone who attended.   

 

It’s time to write and submit your reports for 2020.  I look forward to reading all the great programs, projects, activ-

ities and events you as GFWC Ohio clubs and members have completed, you should be proud of what you have ac-

complished during this pandemic.  We should all be proud of each other’s accomplishments and take great pride in 

how we were able to accomplish so much during this trying time. When you are busy compiling your statistics and 

projects for your club, take pride in what the numbers and words represent.  We may all do things in different 

ways, but we are all working for the good of our communities. So, when you are filling out your Club Statistical 

Forms remember they are the result of many carefully planned programs, projects and fundraising events.  I hope 

when you review your efforts from the past year, you do not judge yourselves only on the number of projects or dol-

lars donated, but on how you addressed the needs of your community. 

 

The GFWC Leadership, Education, and Development Seminar (LEADS) identifies GFWC members at the local lev-

el who have the potential and desire to assume leadership positions in the organization.  Participation in GFWC 

LEADS can help up-and-coming leaders gain the capabilities, confidence, and commitment necessary to pursue and 

achieve leadership positions and serve with distinction.  If you are interested, the GFWC LEADS application form 

is in the Directory and on the Website under Leadership.  The application is due to the State President by January 

1, 2021.  The GFWC Ohio Board of Directors will then select the candidate at the Winter Board meeting.  I’d love to 

see every club submit a candidate.  Send application to: Marjean Sizemore, 172 Jeffrey Street, Wintersville, OH 

43953.   

 

I look forward to this pandemic being over and being able to meet the members in person and travel to each Ohio 

club. 

 

The holidays were different this year with COVID-19, let’s continue to make the best of a difficult situation.  

 

I hope you had a wonderful Thanksgiving.  I also hope each and every one of you and your family had 

a Merry Christmas and a Happy and Prosperous New Year.  

 

Stay safe and healthy,  

 
Marjean Sizemore 

GFWC Ohio President    
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Greetings Ohio Clubwomen— 

 

I hope that everyone is well.  Hopefully, all clubs have found a meeting platform that allows members to conduct 

business in a safe and comfortable environment.  

 

It is hard to believe that it is November already.  I have not decided if the days during this pandemic move faster or 

slower in their sameness.  The daily increase in virus cases is alarming.  How could this be the case?  Am I doing 

all the right things?  I wear a mask, I socially distance, and as the number of cases has increased, I am back to car-

ryout meals.  All those actions reduced the virus in the previous months but are seemingly ineffective so far this 

fall.  COVID has challenged not-for-profit organizations and fraternal clubs’ fundraising efforts and performance of 

service projects.  No doubt some of the club holiday parties and gatherings will not be taking place this year. I am 

sure we all miss the connection of seeing our fellow club members in person. 

 

I have enjoyed reading your newsletters and am pleased to see that many clubs have been working on projects that 

are low contact/no touch too. I am anxious to hear and read about the special projects dedicated to Advocates for 

Children Week.  

 

The Fall Conferences were held virtually for all but the Northeast District, which was an “in person meeting”.  

Each of the virtual conference was informative and went very well as Zoom meetings. Many thanks to Barbara 

Whitaker for allowing us to use her Zoom account and for her technical expertise.  

    

I am sure that there will be some wonderful projects during the holiday season to represent the spirit of giving.   

 

There were many opportunities to make the holidays a special time for children and families in our communities.  

   

There are two ways to increase your involvement in GFWC Ohio before 2021.  Please consider making a contribu-

tion to the Loyal Jonquils Fund either as a club or as an individual.  The fund serves to defray Federation operat-

ing costs.  Contributions must be postmarked by December 31, 2020 and mailed to GFWC Ohio treasurer, Deidra 

Devore.  Anyone wishing to apply for the GFWC LEAD’s program should complete the application and mail it to 

GFWC Ohio President Marjean Sizemore.  Information and forms for both programs are included in Section 2 of 

the GFWC Ohio 2020-2022 Directory.  

 

The end of calendar year means preparation of club reports is just around the corner.  The mailing deadline for re-

ports is February 1, 2021.  Additional information is in section 3 of the GFWC Ohio 2020-2022 Directory.  

Hoping you and your family had a wonderful holiday season.    Hoping that we can all meet together to celebrate 

our accomplishments at Legislation Day 2021.     

Yours in Federation Friendship, 

Mary 

2020-2022 Director of Junior Clubs 

Facing Forward and 

 

Moving One Step 

  

at a Time  

Mary Witkowski 

2020-2022 Director of  

Junior Clubs 
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OFWC CLUBS SUPPORTING THEIR COMMUNITIES 

 

BUCHWALTER ROOMS PROJECT 

Project Chairman Marianne L. Nave Project Co-Chairman Mary Ann Jung  

The TRIAD CLUB/GFWC and City Federation of Women’s Clubs of Springfield have a cooperative project under-

way with The Woman’s Town Club that federated clubs are urged to support, according to Project Chairman Mari-

anne Nave and Co-Chairman Mary Ann Jung.  
 

Despite the COVID-19 pandemic and restrictions on meetings and fund-raisers, the Buchwalter Rooms Project 

Committee has made efforts to keep advancing in its work.  

 

Some of you had an opportunity to visit The Woman’s Town Club during the 125th OFWC Anniversary Fall Confer-

ence held in Springfield. This historic building was the home of Edward and Clementine Berry Buchwalter at the 

time when she organized and founded the Ohio Federation of Women’s Clubs in October 1894. A bronze statue of 

our OFWC Founder, dedicated in June 2005, is located on the East lawn of this property.   
 

The Buchwalter Rooms Project has invested $5,308.79 on the renovation effort, but needs another $5,000 to com-

plete the work. This includes necessary work on the adjoining bathroom so it will be accessible to members and 

guests if needed, plus additional picture rails that need to be installed in both the sitting room and bedroom.  
 

If clubs are interested in financial support of this project they can donate to The Buchwalter House Foundation and 

list the “Buchwalter Rooms” for their gift. This is a 501(c)3 tax deductible way for clubs or anyone to help and the 

address is 805 East High Street, Springfield 45505.  
 

Look for more news on this project in the Spring Issue of The Buckeye Magazine. We hope to be able to update you 

further at that time. 

 

PURSES OF HOPE 
 

To support local victims 

of  domestic  v io -

lence, GFWC Ohio Jun-

i o r  C y b e r l i n k s 

Club President Pam 

Vines (L) and Treasurer 

Renee Maiorca (R) de-

livered 40 purses 

Cyberlinks Club mem-

bers filled with toilet-

ries, jewelry, wipes, and 

a handwritten note of hope, love and encourage-

ment for the women in residence at Someplace Safe 

Domestic Violence Shelter for the Purses of Hope 

purse drive.  

 

THE WOMAN’S  

TOURIST CLUB’S  

2020 EMPOWERED 

WOMAN BANQUET 

HONOREE 

 

 

The Woman’s Tourist Club honored Reverend Mimi 

Ault (L) at the 2020 Empowered Woman Banquet in 

September at Goshen Memorial Park.  Mimi was hon-

ored for her involvement in the community, school, 

and civic organizations as well as her church. A silent 

auction with items donated by club members including 

a painting by Dolly Saxbe brought money for future 

activities/needs in Mechanicsburg. 

LOYAL JONQUILS - Cheryl Taylor, OFWC Chairman 

Loyal Jonquils is a great source of additional financial support for the Ohio Federation. Please speak within your 

club to review the purpose and your ability to contribute. If possible, challenge your club to increase your donation,  

or if you have never donated in the past this could be your first time to add support. 

Entertain the idea of doing a Loyal Jonquils fundraiser. Even if your club is not meeting in person at this time, 

let’s see what fun and creative fundraisers you can come up with. Please remember to submit a photo or article to 

The Buckeye Magazine for all to enjoy. 

Rev. Mim Ault (L) with President Rita Anderson (R) 
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GFWC Ohio Eastlake Women’s Club  

Maintaining Connections 
 
 

Despite closures due to the Covid outbreak the GFWC 

Ohio Eastlake Women’s Club is thinking outside the 

box to continue connections and remain active, keep-

ing their name out in the community. Several oppor-

tunities occurred where members could continue to 

volunteer and serve their community.   One of the 

most rewarding opportunities came from a local church working with a city council member in the distribution of 

free lunches for children during the summer. During a 10 week period club members offered their assistance in 

handing out lunches.  Seeing an opportunity to keep children active, activity sheets were created to hand out along 

with the food for the children.  The lunches were provided by the Cleveland Food Bank.  Members handed out two 

hundred lunches two times a week.  This was done by drive-up service in front of the church.  Masks and gloves 

were worn while distributing lunches and activity sheets.  Club wore their club t-shirts while volunteering.  Mem-

bers also assisted in packing lunch bags, assembly line style, when the distribution day was highlighted with a 

special emphasis.  Some of the specials were recognition of law enforcement and fire fighters, Christmas in July, 

Birthday Day and Summer Fun Days and library day in which club passed out over 350 children’s books.  A police 

squad care and a fire truck were present.  There were handouts of birthday cake, donuts and one day, ice cream.   

A super hero day really was a hit with the children meeting some of their favorite characters from the group Hero’s 

United.  Costumed super heroes were available to meet and have their picture taken with the children.  Members 

were meeting so many community business owners and making contacts.  This led to volunteering and planning a 

Flea Market at the church parking lot.  It gave members a chance to sell some things while helping.  Through this 

one invitation, the club was able to be involved and engaged with the community.   

Eastlake continues to support St. Jude with its eighth annual Walk for the Kids at a local park. They continue to 

support the cities local Farmers Market, helping with a job market and attending meetings locally.  By working 

with the church and the local government they were able to continue volunteering and caring for their community.  

Domestic Violence and 

Sexual  

Assault Awareness  

  
Many communities that have 

operational domestic violence 

shelters often display shirts of 

different colors hanging on clotheslines in observance 

of Domestic Violence Awareness Month in October. 

The colors have different meanings: white represents 

those who lost their lives from domestic vio-

lence; yellow or beige represents those who have 

been battered or assaulted; red, pink, or or-

ange represents survivors of rape and/or sexual as-

sault; blue and green represents survivors of incest 

and childhood sexual abuse; and, purple or laven-

der represents support for those who have been at-

tacked because of their sexual orientation or gender 

identity.   

 

GFWC Belpre Woman’s Club created a smaller version 

of that “Clothesline of Awareness” to display in a local 

business. A small group of members social distanced 

and worked on the project. These posters could be 

made for public libraries, churches, or schools if the 

larger project in your community is not viable. Holding 

our poster is President, Brenda Dennis.   

The Body  

Snatcher’s Wife 
 

The October General Meeting of 

the Madeira Woman’s Club was 

held on the 15th at McDonalds 

Common Park included an 

amazing presentation by Joyce Lovins Browning.  Ms. 

Browning painted a vivid picture of a real life man who 

lived in Cincinnati in the mid 1800s. His name was 

William Cunningham and his profession was janitor at 

the Ohio Medical College but his part time job was that 

of a body snatcher. 

 

Ms. Browning played the part of William’s widow Mary. 

 Mary described in detail how William would move bod-

ies from Potters Field or Longview Insane Asylum In 

Cincinnati to the medical college to be used as “school 

supplies” for the medical students. The college was 

aware of and condoned the practice due to their need of 

c o r p s e s  f o r  t h e i r  a n a t o m y  c l a s s e s . 
 

The presentation was filled with humor but underlying 

the humor was a picture of a couple who suffered from 

alcoholism, run ins with the law and marital discord. 
 

Ms Browning was enlightening, entertaining and en-

joyed by all. 
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Three Local  

Veterans Honored 

 
The East Springfield Junior 

Women’s Club honored 

three local veterans at it’s 

recent meeting. In honor of Veterans Day and in appre-

ciation of their time served in the nation’s armed forc-

es, the club presented gift cards to the veterans “so 

they could go and pamper themselves with a massage, 

manicure or haircut,” a club spokeswoman explained. 

The veterans honored were Melissa Bethel, Lindsay 

Helton and Shana Bukenevitz. Club members and vet-

erans shown are (from l to r) Karen Goddard, Donna 

Dubetz, Melissa Bethel, Lindsay Helton, Cheryl Tay-

lor, Sheryl Kay Peckens, Deidra Devore and Pat 

Grimes. 

2020 Empowering 

Women - One By One 

Award of the City  

Federation of  

Women’s Clubs of 

Springfield 
 

Wendy G. Ford has been 

named the recipient of the 2020 

Empowering Women - One By 

One Award of the City Federation of Women’s Clubs of 

Springfield, it was announced today by Nadine Steele, 

First Vice-President and Empowering Woman Chair-

woman. 
  

Ms. Steele will present Wendy with a framed certificate 

and blue cobalt glass award during the City Federa-

tion’s annual award luncheon in 2021. This presenta-

tion was originally scheduled in June 2020, however 

due to the Covid-19 pandemic the event was postponed, 

Ms. Steele reported.  
 

This award is designed to honor a woman of the Clark 

County community who is nominated and selected for 

her outstanding community service.  
 

Wendy Ford has received numerous awards for her vol-

unteer work including the African American Communi-

ty Fund Award of the Springfield Foundation in 2018. 

Before she retired, she was an active educator and 

served as the Springfield City School District Human 

Resources Director. “Wendy G. Ford is an outstanding 

citizen of this community and very deserving of this 

prestigious award!” Ms. Steele reported.  
 

Wendy Ford is a Founding Member of the Alumni of 

Distinction Award Steering Committee of the Spring-

field City School District. She has shared her expertise 

on many Boards including the United Senior Services, 

OIC of Clark County, Wittenberg Guild, WASSO, the 

Springfield Symphony Orchestra, the Community 

Health Foundation and others. 

Maderia Woman’s 

Club Halloween  

Project 
 

The Madeira Woman’s Club 

filled 3,000 bags of candy at 

the Madeira Council Cham-

bers the week of October 12th.  Each bag contained at 

least seven pieces of candy including one miniature 

chocolate bar.  The bags were distributed to the chil-

dren of Madeira by police officers on Sunday October 

18th.  During the week ten members participated many 

of them more than one day. 

 

Some of the Club members that took part are pictured 

left to right Jeanne Thie, Sharon Fox,  members of the 

Madeira Recreation Committee, Sue Adams, Faye My-

ers (back to camera), and Nancy Silvers. 

JWCB ASSISTS WITH POP-UP COVID-19 TESTING SITES 
Junior Women’s Club of Barnesville’s Civic Engagement and Outreach committee 

members, concerned about our under-tested and socially vulnerable area , were de-

termined to do their part when Governor DeWine announced an initiative to utilize 

the Ohio National Guard to conduct pop-up testing sites in underserved communi-

ties throughout the state. 

Committee members coordinated with Ohio National Guard, Belmont County Mo-

bility Manager, and the local health department to establish three pop-up testing 

sites in Belmont County – one each in Barnesville, Bellaire, and St. Clairsville, 

Ohio. Drive-through testing was done over three Saturdays in September from 10AM-2PM. 

Three stations were set up at each site. The committee members manned  Station 1, greeting each arrival and dis-

tributing forms and testing information.  Members set up clip boards with pens and handed them out with initial 

instructions.  Face masks were provided those who did not have one.  Each member wore a mask, gloves, and face 

shields at all times. Station 2 was registration with the Health Department and at Station 3 the National Guard  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     Continued on  back page 

Seated: Sherry McClellan 

Standing left to right: Beth Orr, Tammy VanHorn,  

Michele Lemunyon, and Peggy Hickenbottom 
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 Gratitude Care Package for Women Veterans 
The Junior Women’s Club of Barnesville’s Civic Engagement and Outreach Committee being so proud and ex-

tremely grateful for our veterans, decided to honor the women veterans in our local community and throughout 

Belmont County in Ohio. A partnership was created with the support of Belmont County Mobility Manager and 

National Church Residences Transportation Services to provide more than 60 PPE care packages to our women 

veterans. Large cloth tote bags with a “Thank a Veteran” or “Support a Veteran” message across the front were 

filled with a hand sanitizer pen, gloves, a white cloth mask, and one red and one blue disposable mask.  A bag of 

red, white, and blue candied mints with a “thank you” label identifying our club name and address was prepared 

and included. A letter offering our gratitude for their service and how we wanted to personally reach out and help 

protect them against the spread of the COVID-19 virus was placed in each tote. The American Legion of 

Barnesville provided space to assemble the care packages while practicing social distancing.  Totes were distribut-

ed by members to local community women veterans, American Legion of Barnesville, and Belmont County Veter-

ans Services. 

Four committee members, the club president, one associate member, and one 

guest volunteered fifteen hours.  Total cost was $340.00 of which $304.27 was in-

kind donations making the project a success. 

Photo attached of Civic Engagement and Outreach committee members standing 

behind the gun in the front of the Barnesville American Legion. Left to right: Peggy 

Hickenbottom, Beth Orr, Cindy Ferguson, Sandy Chambers, Dorothy Hufnagel, and Debbie Cook 

ADVOCATES FOR CHILDREN WEEK PROJECT COMPLETED 
Members of the GFWC Ohio Austintown League project included “visitation 

bags” and “stationery bags” for the use at the Mahoning County Children’s 

Services. The “visitation bags” contained small toys, coloring and drawing sup-

plies, puzzles and a snack; given to children to play with while visiting the 

non custodial parents. The “stationery bags” contained writing and drawing 

supplies, paper, stationary and envelopes for children to write their parents, 
 

All supplies were donated the members of AJWL. Pictured L to R Peggy Bennett, Cynthia Ciriaco, Linda Jones & Marye Kay  

Erickson 

POP-UP TESTING SITES 
Continued from page 7  

Medical Team performed nasal 

swab testing. Individuals received 

test results in 24 – 48 hours directly 

from either the lab or health de-

partment. Everyone who was tested 

received a PPE packet with hand 

sanitizer, a 5 pack of masks, and 

quart size disinfectant. 

Having three pop-up sites in Bel-

mont County increased awareness 

and the opportunity for interven-

tions to prevent the spread of 

COVID – 19.  Free testing lessened 

the financial burden for community 

members as well as peace of mind. 

Eight club me350mbers volunteered 

40 hours at no cost to the club. 
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